Music Technology Skills (National 5)
Sample Unit assessment brief 4 — vocal task

Your task is to record and edit a lead vocal track. Follow the brief below.

· Open an existing session within your recording software or hardware, or setup a new session if required.

· Add three audio tracks.

· Set up one mic stand and attach a large diaphragm cardioid (or multi-pattern) condenser.

· Attach a pop shield.

· Position the mic so that the capsule is just above the singer’s mouth, angled slightly downwards. This will help minimize the recording of plosives.

· Attach cables, following appropriate safety procedures.

· Adjust gain as the performer sings to a suitable level for recording.

· Adjust the headphone monitoring volume to a level that is appropriate for the performer.

· Record three full passes on different track. Re-record full passes as required until you have at least three full takes.

Comping

· Listen to each pass all the way through; you’re looking for the best performance of each section.

· Add a new audio track to the session.

· Take the best version of each section of the song and drag and drop it to this ‘comp’ track. Try to work methodically and, if possible, use full lines. It’s possible to edit mid line if the performances have been fairly consistent. Do cross fades as necessary.

· Listen to the whole take when you finish, to verify that the edits sound natural and are as smooth as possible.

· Update your log.

