Music Technology Skills (National 5)
Sample Unit Assessment brief 1 — electric guitar task
Your task is to record an electric guitar using an amplifier and two microphones, following the brief below.

· Set up a new session or open an existing session within your recording software or hardware.

· Add new tracks and a master fader.

· Set up two microphone stands in front of the amplifier.

· Attach two small diaphragm dynamic mics (SM57s are popular here).

· Point one mic towards the middle of the speaker and one towards the outer edge.

· Attach cables, following appropriate safety procedures.

· Plug the instrument into the amplifier.

· Tune the instrument.

· Adjust gain as the performer plays to a suitable level for recording.

· Wearing headphones, adjust the mic positions as your performer plays. You are looking for the point at which both microphones sound in balance and there are no phase issues. You may wish to solo the centre mic, adjust for best sound, then fine tune the mic at the edge of the speaker.

· Adjust the headphone monitoring volume to a level that is appropriate for the performer.

· Record the electric guitar.

· Update your log.

