Music Technology Skills (National 5)
Sample Unit assessment brief 3 — acoustic guitar task

Your task is to record an acoustic guitar, using a coincident XY stereo micing technique. Follow the brief below.

· Open an existing session within your recording software or hardware, or setup a new session if required.

· Add two audio tracks.

· Set up one mic stand if using a stereo bar. If you don’t have a stereo bar, set up two mic stands.

· Attach small diaphragm cardioid condenser mics to the stand(s). (SDCs are good choices but are not the only choices for this application.)

· Fix the mics so that the capsules are at a 90۠° to one another. This can be arranged with the capsules nearly touching or with the mics one on top of the other.

· Attach cables, following appropriate safety procedures.

· Tune instrument.

· Adjust gain as the performer plays/sings to a suitable level for recording.

· Wearing headphones, adjust the mic positions as your performer plays.

· Adjust the headphone monitoring volume to a level that is appropriate for the performer.

· Record the instrument.

· Update your log.
Note that you can adapt this brief to cover stereo micing of small ensembles. You may also explore other stereo technique such as ORTF.

