National 4 Music Technology Skills
Sample Unit assessment brief 3 — recording and editing lead vocal

Your task is to record and edit a lead vocal track. Follow the brief below.

· Open an existing session within your recording software or hardware, or set up a new session if required.

· Add three audio tracks.

· Set up one mic stand and attach a large diaphragm cardioid (or multi-pattern) condenser.

· Attach a pop shield.

· Position the mics so that the capsule is just above the singer’s mouth, angled slightly downwards. This will help minimize the recording of plosives.

· Attach cables, following appropriate safety procedures.

· Adjust gain as the performer sings to a suitable level for recording.

· Adjust the headphone monitoring volume to a level that is appropriate for the performer.

· Record a full take.

· Discuss any sections that could have been better with your performer.

· Re-record sections identified as needing improvement using punch-in techniques. The simplest is to manually punch-in. Your assessor will guide you here. When you punch-in, make sure you record a little bit before and after to allow for a smooth edit.

· Using the sizing tool, edit the beginning and end points of your drop in, until it sounds natural. Add cross-fades as necessary.

· Update your log.

