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	Instructions to candidates

You should reflect on and critically evaluate the creative process you followed when working through your design portfolio. In your evaluation give justified personal opinions on:
· the decisions you made when working through your portfolio
· the effectiveness of the aesthetic and functional qualities of your portfolio, referring to your design brief requirements





(10 marks)

	 My theme for my design work was the Clyde waterfront and the season winter. I chose the season winter because winter is cold and links with the Clyde waterfront aspect as Glasgow is cold. I started my project by doing drawings of the Clyde waterfront, as well as some drawings of snowflakes. The snowflakes worked the best when used them to create repeat patterns and the same for an old rusted rope hoist found on the waterfront. I then experimented with a range of medias on the patterns I designed, including; coloured pencils, coloured pen, paints and tissue paper. What I took from this was that tissue paper didn’t look great, the same with paints as the design was very intricate and I couldn’t get the detail I wanted with it. I also decided that the red was too overpowering and didn’t reflect the cold wintery colour like blue. I then looked at different typography and added designs to do with winter/Clyde waterfront to the words. I also did the same to 6 or 7 big “W”s representing winter. From these designs I found that designs with less going on looked better than the others. After this I started making development iPad and iPhone. I did 3 practise iPhone first, all different with a varities of materials and designs used. What worked best in these was the design of the inside of the snowflakes with the different blue lines and dots. The diagonal snowflake repeat pattern with the blue fade looked great as well, so did the hoist repeat pattern where it was coloured with shades of blue, giving it an almost tartan look. I didn’t like my use of red in one of my designs because it didn’t look that wintery. I also didn’t like who in one of my designs the snowflake repeat pattern came out to far, also in one of my iPhone the snowflakes had slits in them which I know see is pointless and doesn’t bring anything good to the table. For my development iPad what worked the best was the mixed paint background, it had all the right colours and shades and gave it a wintery feel. Again the insides of the snowflakes with the different colours of blue felt tip pens and the other snowflake design of blue paint fading from one side to the other. I also like the lettering I used on one of my iPhone, the icicle design works great with the theme and design of the iPad. What I didn’t like was the spiral hoist repeat pattern, I don’t think it fits well with the rest of the idea.

In my final iPhone I used the same design concept as my second iPad, with the snowflake pattern going diagonally across and the mixed paint taking up two thirds and the hoist pattern the other third. I swapped the hoist part from the top to the bottom, changed the design of the hoist pattern from spiral to straight and also added the letter “W” from my first iPad into my final iPhone. Overall I’m happy with my use of paint as the tone of blue fades very nicely on the snowflake pattern. I also like .the mixed paint background I thought the lighter blues brought out the shape of the snowflakes better. If I were to do this again I think I would make the lettering larger and more predominate. My final iPad I used the design concept of my first iPad, I originally done the exact same but made the centre area more uniformed and cleaner, but I thought that I could make it better by removing the white border around the snowflakes and the sides. If I were to do it again I would have gone without the white borders from the start as it was a real pain trying to remove it once it was all glued down. But overall I’m really happy, I think the different text with same design looks even better than before and the snowflakes look really good.
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